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“LIVE LIKE JESUS:  LOVE GOD!  LOVE OTHERS!  REACH OU T!” 
 
 

FROM PHIL 
 

As you read this, Alice and I will be enjoying a break in rather lavish style having flown into Phoenix on 
Monday, planning to put our feet up, beside the pool, in the shade, while light breezes waft the 80 degree 
temps around us for the rest of the week. 
 
So why am I telling you all of this?.  Actually I'm a little hesitant to share, sort of embarrassed, since there are 
many who read this who cannot, for one reason or another, make a trip of this sort.  You may be one of them . .  
 
I know I am privileged to be away, traveling, setting aside work and many responsibilities, as I said, there are 
many who cannot do this. 
 
Privilege . . . Just to have vacation . . . there are many who only dream of vacation, knowing that their duties 
and/or their wages do not allow for such 'time off' 
 
Privilege . . . to sit at a computer, hundreds of miles away, and send messages and thoughts and encouragement 
to friends and family, while there are those who lack the access or the means to enjoy email or the internet 
 
Privilege . . . to have friends and family who want to receive and to whom I want to send, knowing full well 
that many are without meaningful family ties and some are haunted by the knowledge that no one wants to 
hear. 
 
Privilege . . . to be upright and to move about when and where I choose, while many are confined to bed, or 
cell. 
 
Privilege . . . to drive, to own a car, to rent one when I choose, when so often the cars of others are broken 
down or repossessed or only on the wish list, while countless throngs on this planet will always walk to any 
place they ever go. 
 
Privilege . . . to finish up this note and go to enjoy a morning meal, merely a prelude of the day's tasty 
opportunities, midst a world of hunger and the knowledge that many will perish this day for want of nutrition. 
 
Privilege . . . to enjoy the pool, take a shower, refresh with a crisp glass of ice water with lemon while millions 
of our brothers and sisters can't find a sip that is clean. 
 
Privilege . . . to know and recognize privilege.  Privilege . . . to offer humble thanks to God Privilege . . . to be 
forgiven for squandering Privilege . . . to live & work that others may be privileged. 
 
We are not entitled . . . we are privileged. 



 

 “LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, CREATION, FAMILY AND C OMMUNITY”  
 
The monthly meeting of the United Methodist Women will 
be held on Thursday, April 3rd at 9:30 a.m.  The program will 
be about the ABBA Crisis Pregnancy Center and Lori Amborn 
will be the Leader.  The Hostesses are Nancy Werner and 
Lorraine Wilson. 
  

CIRCLES: 
Morning Mary’s  will be meeting on Thursday, April 10th, 17th and 24th.  Our current 
study is from the book “If Life is a Game, These are the Rules”.  All women are welcome 
Childcare will be provided. 

 

Hope Circle will meet on Wednesday, 16th at 1:15 p.m. (NEW TIME) in the Guardian 
Oaks Party Room (350 Evans, 2nd floor).  Easy entrance at Senior Dining Door far left of 
main entrance (main entrance requires security pass).  Join us for lunch at 12:00 p.m. in 
the Senior Dining room if so moved (suggested contribution 60+ $3.25, younger $6.00). 
Anyone is welcome and invited to come and join this circle. 
 

Evening Star Circle will be on Monday, April 14th, 7:00 p.m. at the church.  We will be  
packing for Sierra Leone and Liberia.  Were in need of:  bath towels, tooth paste, tooth 
brushes and bar soap. 
 

Lydia Circle (a quilting circle) will be meeting on Tuesday, April 1st and 15th from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

*    *    *   * 
UMW will be sponsoring a homeless family from Simpson Housing Services.  We will 
supply the small household items.  A list of needs is posted in the Fellowship Hall.  If you can 
provide anything – please sign up.  All bedding and towels should be new.  Other things can be 
used if they are clean and in good working order.  Please bring items to the church by Sunday, 
April 20 th.  Your help with this project is greatly appreciated. 
 

*    *    *   * 
Morning Apart Retreat – The last meeting of the Metro East District UMW will be on 
Saturday, April 26th, at Hamline United Methodist Church.  We are to celebrate our Metro East 
History.  All officers and past officers are especially invited.  Full notice and pre-registration 
information is posted on the UMW bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  In September, we will 
be meeting with the new district.  

*    *    *   * 
Annual Chow Mein Dinner – Thursday, April 24th from 4:30 – 7:00 p.m.  Watch for more 
information in this newsletter! 
 



The Joyful Noiseletter 
 

 
Joyful Noise choir is for all children in grades 2-5. New members are welcome to join any time.  
 
We have chosen our spring musical. It is called, “Father Knows Best,” and is about obedience.  
 
Performance Date: Sunday, Father’s Day, June 15 at 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 services! 
 
Each child has his/her own script that he/she may choose to bring home or leave at the church. 
Each child has been assigned a part and has been given a CD. 
 
These are the dates you will need to be aware of at this time: 
 
4/02/08 Wednesday-rehearsal    6:15-7:00pm 
4/09/08 Wednesday-rehearsal    6:15-7:00pm 
4/16/08 Wednesday-rehearsal    6:15-7:00pm 
4/20/08 Sunday-singing alone at 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 services 
4/23/08 Wednesday-rehearsal    6:15-7:00pm 
4/27/08 Sunday-singing in mass choir piece at 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 services 
4/30/08 Wednesday-rehearsal    6:15-7:00pm 
 
5/07/08 Wednesday-rehearsal    6:15-7:00 pm 
5/11/08 Sunday-Mother’s Day-singing with Sonshine at 9:30 and 11:00 services 
5/14/08 Wednesday-rehearsal in the sanctuary 6:00-7:00pm 
5/21/08 Wednesday-rehearsal in the sanctuary 6:00-7:00pm 
5/28/08 Wednesday-rehearsal in the sanctuary 6:00-7:00pm 
 
6/04/08 Wednesday-rehearsal in the sanctuary 6:00-7:00pm 
6/11/08 Wednesday-last rehearsal in the sanctuary 6:00-7:00pm-may run longer 
6/15/08 Sunday-Final performance of musical at 8:15, 9:30, and 11:00 services  
   arrive at the church at 7:45 am. 
 
Please contact Joyful Noise choir director Judy Gleiter, with any questions at 763-441-8237 or 
email at:  gleiter@qwest.net 
 
Check out the website, reigndownusa.com and see how you can participate in a united gathering 
of repentance and prayer for our nation on 4/26/08. 
 
 
 



Easter (Resurrection) Cookies 
To be made the evening before Easter or on Good Friday 
 

1c. whole pecans     zipper baggie  
1 tsp. vinegar      wooden spoon  
3 egg whites      tape  
pinch salt      Bible  
1c. sugar  
 

Preheat oven to 300. You will shut it off when you put the cookies in the oven. 
 

Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into 
small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested He was beaten by the Roman soldiers. 
Read John 19:1-3  

Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vinegar into mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus 
was thirsty on the cross he was given vinegar to drink. Read John 19:28-30  

Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. 
Read John 10:10-11  

Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl. 
Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of our 
own sin. Read Luke 23:27  

So far the ingredients are not very appetizing. Add 1c. sugar. Explain that the sweetest part of 
the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to know and belong to Him. Read 
Psalms 34:8 and John 3:16  

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed. Explain that 
the color white represents the purity in God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by 
Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3.  

Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto wax paper covered cookie sheet. Explain that each 
mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. Read Matthew 27:57-60.  

Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. Give each child a piece 
of tape and seal the oven door. Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed.  

Read Matthew 27:65-66. GO TO BED!  

Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus' followers were 
in despair when the tomb was sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22.  

On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the cracked surface and 
take a bite. The cookies are hollow! On the first Easter Jesus' followers were amazed to find the 
tomb open and empty. Read Matthew 28:1-9  

(Special note) Great to use for a Sunday School Class or Vacation Bible School too... Cookies 
can be left on a very very low temp.like 250 degrees and be ready in a couple of hours...when 
surface of cookie looks dry and cracked....they are ready to eat!!!!! 
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CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

 
 
Campaign Update: 

·  Our financial goal is to achieve 300 pledges, that when combined, total $1.2 million 
to be fulfilled over the course of three years, May 2008 – April 2011.  

·  As of Friday, March 21, we have received a total of  119 pledge cards with a total 
amount of $ 330,000. Many thanks to all of you who responded promptly and 
generously. 

·  Though this is a slower start than we anticipated, at this point, we look forward to  
completing the campaign and await the many pledges that are yet to be made.  

·  Please return your card whether or not you are able to pledge at this time. Beginning 
March 31, Karen Johnson, Chair of the Capital Campaign Committee (CCC), will 
contact those who have not returned their card. The CCC and the Building Committee 
need to continue planning and so must have a final total of commitment pledges very 
soon. 

 
The Capital Campaign Committee: Pastor Phil, Dick Anderson, Bruce Beidelman, Mark Hodd, 
Lavina Hoselton (Recording Secretary), Karen Johnson (Chair), and Marc Musselman (Co-
chair).  
 

 
 
"JUST WALK ACROSS THE ROOM"  a 4 week small group study will start on Sunday, 
April 6th, at 12:30.  It should run about an hour.  It is being piloted by the Care Ministry and 
Evangelism Committee.  The point being made in this study is that you do not have to be an 
evangelist to point others to faith.  If interested you can contact Carol Rudy at 763-441-4018 
 

 
 

TAKING CARE OF GOD’S TEMPLE will meet on Monday, April 21st at 5:30 p.m. 
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BUILDING COMMITTEE 
 

The Building Committee has some specific dates to share with the congregation regarding our 
intended building project.  
 
March 31st- we will be getting the initial paperwork and the necessary fees to the Planning  

Commission to apply for permits needed. 
 
April 27th - Everyone should put this date on their calendar.  We will be calling for an All  

Church Conference to share more information and call for a vote to approve the plans to  
move forward. A fun, and perhaps tasty, event is planned just before the conference so 
watch for details on that, too!  

 
May 13th- we expect to be appearing before the Elk River Planning Commission for approvals 
 
May 19th- we expect to be appearing before the City Council for approvals. 
 
You can see a lot has been happening and we are gearing up for the busy days ahead.  Please feel 
free to contact any member of the Building Committee with questions or suggestions, or use the 
suggestion box at the kiosk and watch for new information to be posted there as well. 
 
Bonnie Johnson, Building Committee Chairperson 
 

 
 

Our Sympathy and Prayers go to: 
- Judy & Dick Thompson and family on the death of Judy’s step-mother 
- Sandra Brunelle and family on the death of her cousin Rosie Miller 

 
 

 

Stop and listen a second so you can hear God whispe r. 
(Courteous of Dorman Lehman) 

 



WOMEN'S RETREAT  - You are invited to a Women's Retreat, Friday evening April 11 - 
Sunday morning April 13.  To be held at Three Crosses Retreat Center in Cannon Falls. This is a 
chance to renew your spirit, enjoy friendships, worship, laugh and get away!.  Three Crosses 
offers beautiful gardens, walking paths, solitude and abundant opportunity to draw closer to 
God.  Cost will be $40 per person.  Information and registration is posted in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact Lois Droogsma, 763-441-6960 / ldroogs1@msn.com or Alice Strom  
763-856-8731 / slice@izoom.net 
 

 

American Red Cross 
 
Thank you for your support of the Red Cross Bloodmobile that was here on March 10th.  Because 
of your efforts, there are a total of 67 new pints of blood now available for patient care.  Our 
blood drive had a goal of 55 and 71 people presented to donated resulting in 67 productive 
unites.  You help is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
ELK RIVER CAER REPORT through March 12 

 
The food shelves are in dire need.  The demand for assistance has risen and contributions are 
down. 
 
Statistics show that last year CAER served 245 households (872 people) and this year, 371 
households (1256 people).  With children representing more than half of the recipients. 
 
With the price of gasoline so high gas vouchers have increased from $240 to $1,611. 
 
The director can no longer purchase bulk food from the Food Bank due to sanitary regulations 
and low supply.  So many necessities have to be purchased from the local grocery stores, adding 
to the expense. 
 
One good piece of news, the school food drive brought in 15,000 to CAER; however that was 
down from last years 35,000. 
 
 
 
 



    The READER’S GROUP April book selection will be “Becoming Olivia” by 
Roxanne Henke.  We will meet Tuesday, April 8 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall Annex.  
Hope you can come.  If you have any questions call Jean Ottensmann at her new number (763) 
856-2317. 
 

 
DO YOU USE A COMPUTER?  If so, you can help the ERUMC Technology Team raise some 
money for computer maintenance and other various technology related expenses for the church. 
GoodSearch is a Yahoo! Powered search engine which donates 50% of its revenue to the charity 
of its user's choice. The GoodSearch homepage is http://www.goodsearch.com/. On the home 
page, identify the charity as Elk River United Methodist Church. Then just use this search engine 
when searching on the internet. This will generate approximately $0.01 for each search. With 
100 users at an average of two searches per day, that can add up to an estimated $730 a year and 
it won't cost you a cent. Revenue generated comes from the advertisers on the GoodSearch web 
site. Thanks for your help.  
 

 

 
 

FAMILY DINNER’S 
 

Served every Wednesday evening from 5:00 – 6:45 p.m . 
 

Menu for April:  
 
April 2 – scalloped potatoes and ham, cole slaw, buns, veggie tray and dessert 
 
April 9 – pizza casserole, salad, bread, veggie tray and dessert 
 
April 16 – rainbow casserole, cole slaw, bread, veggie tray and dessert 
 
April 23 – cheesy beef spirals, salad, bread, veggie tray and dessert 
 
April 30 – taco noodle dish, cole slaw, bread, veggie tray and dessert 
 
 


