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“Strengthening Families through Christ”

FROM PHIL
Oh the places we’ve been . . . to church that is!

We’ve ‘heard’ mics that fade in and out, and some that just weren’t turned on ... we’ve ‘sung’ songs we
didn’t know... we’ve “felt’ like strangers among as few as 17 and in the midst of a throng... we’ve had a
‘taste’ of Baptist and Non-denominational and a few flavors of Methodist...we’ve ‘seen’ plenty of
reasons to quit looking . . .

Yet, as the song says, ‘through it all we’ve learned to depend upon God’s Word’

We listened intently... we focused on lyrics when we didn’t know the tune... we reached out to folks WE
didn’t know... we learned others’ ways of worship... and we’ve found that God is alive and present
where ever two of three gather in His name! Imagine that.

We’ve been encouraged as selfless congregations have given and gone to serve the victims of Haiti...
we’ve savored the faithful melodies and verse as believers sang and played... we’ve confessed along with
rooms full of fellow sinners and joined their pilgrimage to the Loaf and Cup... we’ve rejoiced in the
Cross of Christ and in God’s forgiveness... we’ve recognized the announcement of hope and love from
every preacher AND we have been reminded that in worship, only in worship, a marvelous collaboration
of music, fellowship, reflection and promise combines to guide and comfort.

Gathering with the followers of Christ, we find essence of life! Not because the congregations and the
clergy and the churches are without fault, conversely, because the ‘news’ is: The One without fault is
ever reaching out to all with a hand to hold. No requirement that you be perfect, or that each ‘t’ is crossed
and ‘i’ dotted, yet ever loving, ever merciful, ever believing that we can find our way forward from
everyday offenses and colossal oil spills to goodness and a compassion in and through Jesus.

Worship will be what you make it. It can be a time of critique of how others are ‘doing’ it... OR it can
be a time of offering praise and submitting to the One who gives you life. The Psalmist says, “I lift my
eyes to the hills, from whence does my help come?” From the Lord, of course. If we search for faults,
believe me they abound! Yet if we search for good... if we look for God... then believe Christ, and
God’s Spirit will wash over you in waves of grace and promise wherever you are offering your worship.

The summer affords opportunities to worship in a variety of settings as you travel and as you visit
relatives and friends. Take full advantage of all that Sunday offers!

‘Be of good cheer, He has overcome the world’ and His followers gather in a myriad of settings on the
Sabbath bringing praise and sharing compassion and finding the Way forward.




“LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, GREATION, FAMILY AND GOMMUNITY"

UMW The Unit meeting is Thursday, July 1. Our leader is Diane Madsen. Our speaker is Jenny
Gray, Executive Director of CAER. We gather in Fellowship Hall for Coffee at 9:30 a.m. Our
meeting starts at 10:00. Hostesses: Kathie Palmer and Colleen Olson. Child care provided. Please
call the office to let us know you need child care.

Thank you for your help to the Ethiopian family who lived in a refugee camp before coming to
the U.S. They were in a homeless shelter before moving to the Emma Norton Residence. They
will be moving out of Emma Norton Residence the end of June. We will be helping a family of
four moving into Emma Norton Residence. They will move in August 15. The deadline for
items will be Sunday, July 11 at noon.

The General Board of Global Ministries has elected a new General Secretary who began work in
March 2010. He is a member of the UMC from the Germany Central Conference. Thomas
Kemper is the first general secretary to serve the mission board from the UM connection outside
the U.S. He and his wife have an extensive background in missions. We are celebrating 150
years of being in mission. Check out www.new.gbgm-umc.org/umw

I.OOKING AHEAP Hostesses for Thursday, August 5 will be Deb Johnson and Karen Johnson.
Mark your calendar the Fall Festival will be September 12. Funeral contact people for July will
be Sally Thompson or Lavina Hoselton. August contact people will be Deb Johnson or Lorraine
Wilson.

CROLES:

Morning Mary’s group does not meet during the summer months. They will resume in
the fall with their first meeting back being Thursday, September 16

Hope Circle meets the 3" Wednesday of the month, July 21*, 1:15 p.m. at 350 Evans,
Guardian Oaks, 2" floor party room. If coming from outside, please enter at Senior
Dining site door. Please call Colleen Olson if you have any questions.

Evening Star Circle meets the 2" Monday of the month, July 12", 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Reminder to buy supplies on sale for school bags for OC Ministries and
UMCOR (Midwest Missions). Items needed are: 70 page wide ruled spiral notebooks,
pencils, pens, 2 inch erasers, rulers, pencil sharpeners and blunt scissors.

Lxdia Circle is a sewing circle and they meet the 1% & 3™ Tuesday’s of the month, July
6" and 20™ at the Greene House from 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. If you have any questions,
please contact Diane Wesloh.




CONGRATULATIONS to: Alex Berard, Tiffany Cornelius, Gus Gleiter, Michael
Krzesowiak and Hannah Love! There five graduating seniors are the recipients of
the ACTS Scholarship for the 2010/2011 school year. Each student submitted an
essay and resume which was reviewed by the ACTS Committee. Congratulations
to each and everyone and best of luck to you in your post-secondary endeavors!

- The ACTS Committee

Want to know more about the Bible? What is says? What it means for your life?

DISCIPLE is a Bible study. In its entirety the study takes you on a daily journey, with study and
bible readings, plus a weekly meeting of approximately 2 hours (video and discussion) for 33
weeks. In our busy lives we know this is a lot of time, but well worth it. 1f you would be
interested in this Bible study course, the cost of the handbook would be approximately $60. If
we have 8 or more people interested we will begin in September.

A second option is an abbreviated course of study using the fundamentals of DISC IPLE and not
requiring the handbook. This will be starting in September with the day, time and length of
meeting to be determined by those attending. We would start with the beginning DISCIPLE
course (there are 5 of them). You do not need to have any bible knowledge to be in this class.
We will all learn together.

For more information or to make sure you are on the list of participants please contact Georgia at
763-441-4950 or Bonnie at 763-263-6983.



Hi Folks
The following dialog will help explain to you what is new and exciting in the life of our Church.
— Keith Johnson, Chair of Remodeling Committee

* * * *

Change is a comin?

Change? What kind of change?

A remodeling project to bring the Church facility up to date!

What does up to date mean?

Lots! Our facility needs some work to meet the needs of our Parishioners and the folks who visit us.
Like what? Are we building on?

Nope, just getting the existing space remodeled so we have a better Nursery, a larger gathering area
in the Narthex, some new windows for more natural light in the Narthex area, better lighting,
restoring the fireside room for its original intention , adding handicap accessibility lifts and
remodeling our restrooms to meet present date ADA codes, rearranging and adding areas for
storage, adding organization equipment to better use our storage areas, adding a new sound and
visual booth and new equipment for the booth , air conditioning our Sanctuary, and adding a new
multi purpose room at the lower level plus making the chancel area larger and rearranging the
Sanctuary pews and music equipment .

How can you do that in just the space we have?

We organized a committee, who studied the facility; those folks along with suggestions for changes
from our parishioners gave us a plan!

What plan?

Well, we hired an Architect and we have been meeting with the Architect every week now for five
weeks. The Architect took our facility needs and the suggestions and made a plan for the changes.
Wow! What does it look like?

Looks very good.

Now what?

If the congregation agrees with the plan we will start construction this year and make the changes.
Will the improvements help the Ministry of the Church?

Yes, all who have seen the changes agree, the improvements will make our facility a better place for
Worship, more welcoming, and provide much needed updates in our facility to accommodate all
ages and all people who may have disabilities.

Cool!

Yep, real Cool!

Change is a comin!!

That’s up to our congregation now!

How will they find out more about the remodeling project?

The committee will be making floor plans and information available during the following weeks,
tell your friends to look forward to seeing those plans and make sure they ask any questions they
may have.

Who should they ask?

Remodeling Committee Members: Mike Blaska, Brian Borntrager, Jennifer Darnell, Pam Dziuk,
Fred Fiebranz (Co-Chair), Craig Jindra, Keith Johnson (Chair), Tim Johnson, Kathie Palmer,
Jeneyene Sitts, Phil Strom or Pat Zerfas.
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The GAER item for the month of July is; Size 4 or larger
diapers and pull-ups.

ERUMC donated 157 pounds of cereal to CAER during the month of June. Thank you to Dale
Flakne for the “little” boost of cereal at the end of the month and to Diane Madsen for hauling it
to CAER.

* * * *

On Sunday, July 11 there will be a free will offering on behalf of the
Missions Committee and Pastor Phil to aid the United Methodist Camps for
funding the position of an Integration Specialist Counselor for the entire summer
for the eight camps. We have accepted the challenge to be one of twenty churches
to raise $250 from our church to help in this mission. The Integration Specialist
Counselor provides the extra support to special needs campers to communicate and
Integrate them into the summer camp experience at no extra cost to the families. To
be part of this, please write a check to the ER United Methodist Church and label it
ISC-Summer Camps or the offering on July 11 at the Information Desk. God Bless.
Thank you.

* * * *

If you have a passion to volunteer, and you want to go some place in the world then just
attach yourself to group of United Methodists going on a VIM trip. The trips | have participated
in have been excellent. They have been safe, well planned, and they were good experiences.

There are opportunities to join a medical team, disaster responser teams are going to Oklahoma,
Texas, Cedar Rapids, lowa, New York, North and South Dakota, Illinois, and Philippines, Haiti,
and Chili. There are short trips and longer missions. If you are interested, please contact
Jeneyene Sitts, at jeneyene@yahoo.com and | can get you in touch with the appropriate trip.

In the meantime, add the tornado victims to your prayer lists, as well as the people in all of the
areas.



A Note from the Ad. Gouncil —

We of the Ad Council were pleased to receive the report from the Remodeling Committee and
we wish to thank them for their hard work. We know they have spent a lot of time and put a lot
of thought into the recommendations that they will be making. It is important that we take care
of this building and update it to be good stewards for future generations. Look at the plans and
let either members of the Ad Council or the Remodeling Committee know your thoughts so that
your suggestions can be considered. This update will cost money, and we hope the congregation
will be supportive financially.

NEWS FROM OUR FINAN(}E (}OMMITTEE

e May Income and Expenses are now posted on the ERUMC Financial New$ bulletin
board, which is located near the Fireside Room and the Missions bulletin board.

e DVD's of the Financial Planning Seminars held May 16 and 23 are now available to
check out. Please email Karen Nesbit at dknesbit3@embargmail.com for more details.

s The Reader’s Gl’OUp will meet Tuesday, July 13™ at 5:30 p.m. in the Church Annex.

Our July selection is The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver. Get your questions ready.
p.s. Augusts feature will be Eventide by Kent Haruf and Septembers will be My Sister’s Keeper
by Jodi Picault.

OUR S)'MPAW ANV PRAY ERS 0 o

- John & Sandy Weicht and family on the death of John’s brother-in-law, Henry
Hiller
- Rob & Jenn Bartlett and family on the death of Rob’s uncle

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Church Clean-Up Day on May 8th A special
thanks to the persons who participated in STERM for tackling all of the items on the rest of the
“to do” list. We really appreciate everyone’s help. — The Board of Trustees



SAVE THE DATES
For the 1st ever

ERUMC
“GREAT ESCAPE”
to

God’s Country

an exciting opportunity
for
ALL AGES
In Minnesota’s
Beautiful North Shore
&
Boundary Waters Canoe Area

Choose your own dates between August 9 — 16
(stay 1 night ... stay 7 nights ... YOU choose)

Choose your own style of accommodations:

resort ... motel ... 5" wheel ... camper ... tent...
(sleep in a bed AND and experience the Boundary Waters???)

YES!

It’s all possible
for all ages
during the

ERUMC
“GREAT ESCAPE”

Questions??? call:
Doug& Jan Rhonemus 263-8097; Phil & Alice Strom 856-8731;
Dave & Deb Savage 441-7249;  Karen Nesbit 497-7781,;

Brochures are available on the Welcome Center.



Pon’t Miss the Poat..S¢t Sail with VBS!

Vacation Bible School
August 15-19, 5pm-8pm (Dinner included)
Registration forms available at the Welcome Center at church.
They are due by August 1st
Cost: $20.00 per child ($50.00 max. per family)
$5.00 Discount if you volunteer for the week!

Supplies we need donated:

1 box of Fruit Loops 2 boxes of Ritz Crackers

3 Bags of Starburst Candy Splash Balls

100 Plastic 6-80z. cups 12 empty 2 liter bottles 2 beach balls
1 large box of goldfish crackers 1 bag of mini marshmallows
1 bag of pretzel sticks 80-100 Gummy Worms

100 styrofoam cups Clear plastic shower curtain
Crepe paper (blue and green) Toilet Paper

Canvas Painters Tarps Blue Cellophane

Blue Butcher Paper Balloons

Items we’d love to borrow:

Brass Bell Blue tarps

5 gallon buckets (4) Electric Campfire

Spray Bottles (8) White Ropes

Fog Machine Wooden Treasure Chest
Rubber Snake Parachute

String Mop (2) wooden barrel

& any other pirate/ship themed items! Please bring items to the office at church.

We also need many volunteers!!

Game Crafts Bible Story
Kitchen Decorating Registration Table
Cleanup on 8/17 Crew Leaders & Helpers

Please contact Merry Kline (763) 441-4783 or Ronda Sylvester (763) 428-9848 to
volunteer or if you have any questions. Thank You!!



CAER (Gommunity Aide of Elk River) and YOU:

This summer CAER is launching a program to help feed children out of school for the summer
that would have been receiving free or reduced lunch / breakfast through school.

Our “kidz kitz” are designed to provide approx. 5 days of breakfast and lunch items for school
age children. These bags will be available to families on a weekly basis beginning Wednesday
June 16™. They will include such items as bread, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, crackers, micro
meals, sandwiches, veggies, fruit, milk, etc.

So additionally, items that CAER would be interested in receiving for donations would be kid
friendly nutritional items to include in these kits. We also may be in need of volunteers to help
pack the kits. If you are interested in volunteering for this, and / or have a youth group to
participate please contact Gretch at 763.441.1020.

Please call us with any further questions. Thanks!!
Jenny Gray

Executive Director

CAER

763-441-1020 fax 763-441-1377
www.caerfoodshelf.org

* * * *

CAER will once again be holding the Cow-a-Bunga Bingo Raffle at this year’s Sherburne
County Fair. Tickets to win $1,000 are on sale now for $5. If you would like to purchase a
tlcket or help sell tlckets please call CAER at 763- 441 1020

AVULT FE[LOWSH") PoTIuck will be meetlng on Thursday, July 8" at 12:00 noon.
Everyone is welcome!

ERUMC 3¢ Annual Garage Sale and Craft Sale and Bake Sale is scheduled

for Sept. 17th & 18th. From 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

To donate to the garage or craft sale, please call Linda at (612) 770-7491. For the
bake sale call Sharon at (763) 441-6981, or to arrange for a booth space, call Floyd
& Dilly at (763) 633-9711.

This year we will only take items for the garage sale that are “next to new”.
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You Are Invited to an Open House for Donna Petersen, given by her
children, Denise Hauger and Derek Petersen in celebration of her 70" Birthday on
Saturday, July 31 at her home (22638 Jarvis Street NW, Elk River) from 2:00 —
6:00 p m. NO Glfts please jUSt your presence

NOTES RECEVED:

I just want to thank everyone for the opportunity to be at EIk River UMC and how much my
wife, Minty, enjoyed meeting a few of the people that God put in my life to help get to
where | am, presently. A special thanks to Pastor Phil for making the Annual Conference a
time to be present at EIk River UMC. The memories of the years in ElIk River will always
be a high time in my life, and being there during the time | was ordained and then finished
my Masters in Music Ministry was helped by so many of the people from your
congregation. If I start using names, there won't be room for Stacy to get this in the
newsletter, but Doris Moorhouse has always been a child of God making music in that
church truly come alive, and has the Holy Spirit in her, every time she plays and sings! As
a final note, my wife has posted the picture of the EIk River UMC outdoor sign on her
Facebook page. Thank you for welcoming me back, and for the kindness showed to both
my wife and I. EIk River is truly a church with Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open
PraiSing God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit through music and the arts,

- Rev. Denny Ausman

-l want to thank you for sending me the newsletter each month. It really keeps me in touch
with my church. | haven’t been able to go here as | had no way to get there, but a gal | met
last week who’s a member of the huge Methodist Church here, is going to take me. Thank
God. I’d have given anything to have come home to hear my dearest friend, Denny
Ausman, preach, but I just couldn’t. And I would have loved to have met Minty. Denny
and 1 still pray on the phone once a week, which really makes my week. Stacy is sending
me a tape of the service that Denny preached at and of Minty singing. They sure are a great
couple, so talented. | do prayer I can come home one day and I’ll even come to church.

- Shirley Benson



Family MOVIE NIGHT

Where: Ek River United Methodist Church — Fellowship Hall

When: Wednesday, July 7". Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Movie starts
at 7:30 p.m.

Fun for all ages

Snacks will be provided

Daycare will be provided
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T Remodeling Plans - a visual walk through and Q & A Session

Sunday, July 25 - 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, July 28 — 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, August 1 —9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

In the Fellowship Hall

P“.GRIM UMO/ S LUZ PARTNERSHIP Guatemala has been hit hard in recent weeks by a Volcano

eruption and Hurricane Agatha many are now without shelter or food. Se Luz ministry based in
Guatemala encourages people to give to the Red Cross and UMCOR to help with relief efforts.
We also want those of you familiar with Se Luz ministry to know we are currently taking food to
families in villages that are in need. Many are missed by government relief efforts and much of
the food delivered by the government is not usable without being cooked first, however this is
difficult for those who no longer have the means to cook food. Se Luz will be making edible
food available to such families. If you would like to partner with us please make a gift today and
help us make a difference

Onllne aucton 1o benefn Habnat for Humannys Big Lake homes

Donate or sell your items in an online auction and a portion of the proceeds will go to Central MN
Habitat for Humanity to renovate two foreclosed homes in Big Lake in 2010. If you want to sell
your items, there will be a 30% consigner fee of which a portion will go to Habitat for Humanity.

Or, you can donate your items and the proceeds of the sale will go to Habitat for Humanity.

We encourage items such as: cars, boats, trucks, four-wheelers, tools, power equipment, fishing
equipment, archery equipment, sporting goods, guns, antiques, electronics, and more!

We do not accept these items: furniture or small household items

Items can be dropped off at the RNT Contracting warehouse two miles north of Highway 10 on
County Road 43 in Big Lake. Drop off dates will be July 16", 20™ and 22™ from noon-6pm and July
17" 8am-1pm, or by appointment by calling Travis Basavage at RNT Contracting (763)482-2854.
The deadline to drop off items is July 22"

The dates of the actual auction will be July 29™-Aug 11™ at www.bid-2-buy.com. Purchases will
be available for pick up on August 13" from 1pm-6pm and 14" from 8am-1pm or by appointment by
contacting Travis Basavage at RNT contracting at (763)482-2854. The deadline for pick up is
August 18.

Contact the Habitat Office at (320) 656-8890 with any questions.




Youtth News

destination:california

| don’t know how to best sum up an 11 day epic mission trip/cross country road trip in the church van,
so here’s the highlight reel:

Day 1- destination: Kansas City, Missouri; IHOP and IHOP ate at International House of Pancakes, prayed
at International House of Prayer.

Day 2- destination: Wheat Ridge, Colorado; saw Red Rock Amphitheater and Buffalo Bill’s Gravesite.
Day 3- destination: Cameron, Arizona; Grand Canyon (at sunset). Beautiful. Stayed with some
wonderful folks in the Navajo Nation at Cameron Assemblies of God church.

Day 4-8- destination: California; More/Less was the focus of our week in San Diego, working with
Youthworks to serve the homeless community. Spent evenings at Bellmont Park, Coronado Beach,
having a cookout, and going on a Poverty Immersion/Prayer Walk.

Day 9- destination: Salt Lake City; ran into a snag with road construction, and detoured through Zion
National Park (at sunset) and actually drove through a couple mountains, literally. It was a beautiful
detour, despite our not getting to Salt Lake City. We stayed in Richfield, and headed out early to make
up some time.

Day 10- destination: Hill City, South Dakota; saw Mount Rushmore (at sunset) and enjoyed at great
church service at Lighthouse Assemblies of God on Sunday morning.

Day 11- destination: ERUMC; happy to be home, but definitely returned changed people. God worked
in our hearts, messed us up a little, and has encouraged us to continue serving at home.

Want to know more? Talk to Glennie Wagman, Alex Keyport, Cassi Sanford, Alexandra Corona-Berard,
Abbey Oelke, Kayla Borntrager, Brian Borntrager, and Sami Tierney. We thank you so much for your
support and prayers.

VARIETY SHOW - Thanks so much to all who supported Elk River Youth by attending and
participating in the Variety Show! We counted about 125 folks, and are thankful that each
and every one of you enjoyed an evening together- laughing, crying, wondering ‘what just
happened?’ Ya’ll were generous and made for a wonderful, fruitful evening of fellowship and
fundraising. Survey says: Great night! Thanks again.

Upcoming Fundraiser: Cub Foods Brat Stand - Youth and families needed to staff the Cub
Foods Brat Stand July 30, 31, and August 1. Please let Sami know if you can take a 10:30-2 or
a 2-6 shift. We’ll need at least three people for each shift each day.

Please come support our fundraising efforts by enjoying your lunch at Cub Foods on Friday,
July 30, Saturday July 31, and Sunday August 1!

STORM - We are so excited to be taking 15 youth in grades 7-12 to STORM Camp from July
25-August 1 at Northern Pines Camp in Park Rapids this summer! We are in need of a MALE
ADULT to help in driving and chaperoning our youth for the week.

STORM focuses on Serving Jesus by Serving Others in the rural areas of northern Minnesota.
It's a powerful and transformative week, and you will no doubt be empowered, encouraged,
and see Jesus at work in the hearts of young people.

If you're interested, or have questions, please EMAIL or CALL Sami (youth@erumc.org; 763-
441-2750)



