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“LIVE LIKE JES“LIVE LIKE JES“LIVE LIKE JES“LIVE LIKE JESUS: US: US: US:                      LOVE GOD!  LOVE GOD!  LOVE GOD!  LOVE GOD!                      LOVE OTHERS!   LOVE OTHERS!   LOVE OTHERS!   LOVE OTHERS!                      REACH OUT!”REACH OUT!”REACH OUT!”REACH OUT!”    
 

FROM PHIL 
 

I begin with a big “THANK-YOU!” for the privilege of serving in a congregation that would not only 
consider a renewal leave such as I am enjoying, but would afford it to their pastor.  The opportunity to 
greet the days without constant pressure is very refreshing.  Our life together as a congregation is 
enhanced as the Holy Spirit breathes the vitality of God into human frames.  I am seeking this in a more 
intentional way during these days and the blessing is immediate.   
 

Alice and I attended First UMC in Sevierville, TN last Sunday, with Rev. Harold Zart, who was my 
District Superintendent 25 years ago. A great Sunday!  Hope yours was too! 
 

One of the first insights to come during this break is that I am often too possessive of ministries. This 
limits the involvement of folks like you, and means that the JOY of being involved in ministry is all TOO 
INFREQUENTLY experienced by many in our congregation. Another drawback of this possessiveness of 
ministries is that many ministries then go unattended, since there is so much opportunity and need, yet 
only so much one can do. As in the early church, described in the Book of Acts, the sharing of ministry is 
what led to more people being served and reached with the Good News of Christ. Knowing the joy of 
ministry in Christ’s name is the fuel that leads to deeper commitment.  I’ll be staying ‘out of the way’ and 
inviting YOU to take ownership of ministry in the weeks and months to come. 
 

These are exciting times at ERUMC! The recently proposed Congregational Ministry Plan that serves the 
mission: “Strengthening Families Through Christ” and calls member to actively enhance our hospitality, 
our ministries to families with children and our provision of a first class nursery is a great chance to get us 
moving together in a direction that serves others. I look forward to that plan getting into full swing as 
summer gives way to autumn. 
 

Coupled with the ministry plan, the Remodeling Committee is hard at work preparing a proposal to 
reconfigure and refresh our worship and fellowship space.  Watch for news of the proposed projects yet 
this month. We look to make our facility more effective as we strive to welcome and serve in God’s 
name.  
 

Finally, my current reading is “The Myth of the Christian Nation” by Greg Boyd, pastor at Woodland 
Hills Church in St. Paul.  It is a reminder that the Church of Jesus, in any nation, will be real and 
recognized when it looks like, sounds like, loves like and acts like Jesus.  This is often in great contrast 
the ways and means that governments, including our own, choose to lead and rule.  The challenge for 
followers of Jesus is to resist the popular ways of the world that often shape governmental policy, and 
hold fast to lives that demonstrate the posture of Jesus. He never said it would be easy. 
 

All for now, have a great June!  



“LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, CREATION, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY”“LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, CREATION, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY”“LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, CREATION, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY”“LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, CREATION, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY” 
 

UMW:UMW:UMW:UMW:  United Methodist Women Unit Meeting June 3 at 9:30 a.m. We meet for coffee and a 
light snack and conversation at 9:30 a.m. and the meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome. 
Please bring a friend. Program - Barb Glad will be speaking on Volunteers in Mission. Hostesses 
will be Lorraine Wilson and Eldoris Ross. Child care provided. Please call the church and let us 
know it is needed. 
 

Funeral Luncheon contact people for June - Nancy Werner or Colleen Olson. 
  

The freewill offering was over $ 200.00 at the Spring Luncheon. The evening Star Circle 
assembled 10 Flood Buckets and 23 Layettes. They will be taken to Annual Conference this 
month. Thank you everyone. 
 

I am starting to get ready for School of Christian Mission. I need to read Joy to the World! 
Mission in the age of Global Christianity by Dana L. Robert. "In 1910, at least 70% of the 
world's Christians were of European heritage. By 2010, the European percentage of Christians 
had shruck to only about one-fourth of the total. The "average" Christian today is an African or a 
Latin American woman." It is an interesting read. I am anxious to learn more. 

  

LLLLOOKING AHEADOOKING AHEADOOKING AHEADOOKING AHEAD:::: In July our speaker will be from CAER. 
July Hostesses will be Kathie Palmer and Colleen Olson 
Funeral Luncheon contact people for July will be Sally Thompson or Lavina Hoselton 
    

CIRCLESCIRCLESCIRCLESCIRCLES:  :  :  :   
Morning Mary’s meets the 3rd Thursday, June 17th at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex.  The 
contact person is Wendy McAlpine. 
  

Hope Circle meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month, June 16th, 1:15 p.m. at 350 Evans, 
Guardian Oaks, 2nd floor party room.  Please enter at Senior Dining site door.  If you have 
any questions please contact Colleen Olson. 

 

Evening Star Circle meets the 2nd Monday of the month, June 14th, 7:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.     
 

Lydia Circle is a sewing circle and they meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesday’s of the month, June 
1st & 15th at the Greene House from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. If you have any questions, 
please contact Diane Wesloh. 
 

Evening Star Circle News:  We made 24 heath kits, 23 baby layettes and 10 flood buckets for 
UMCOR.  Thank you to Diane Madsen and Nellie Sachs for shopping for the flood buckets and 
to Jeneyene Sitts for taking the UMCOR kits to Minnesota Annual Conference.  We also sent 2 
boxes containing filled school bags and health kits to O.C. Ministries, Africa.  Thank you to 
Susan Berard for taking these to Anoka UMC.  A special thank you to everyone who contributed 
time and money to these projects. 



PASTOR PHIL’S RENEWAL LEAVE PASTOR PHIL’S RENEWAL LEAVE PASTOR PHIL’S RENEWAL LEAVE PASTOR PHIL’S RENEWAL LEAVE     
 

As you have been informed, via announcements and letters, Pastor Phil is currently on Renewal 
Leave and he will be returning to pastoral responsibilities on Monday, July 19th. 
 

We have some phenomenal speakers lined up to speak on the Sunday’s that Pastor Phil is gone.  
Please join us to hear great messages from the following: 
 

June 6   Rev. Dennis Ausman, former ERUMC Music Director 
June 13 Rev. Bruce Ruggles, UM Clergy, currently serving a Chaplaincy position 
June 20 Jeneyene Sitts, ERUMC Member & Lay Speaker 
June 27 Dianna Merriman, ERUMC Choir Director & Music Coordinator 
July 4  Sami Tierney, ERUMC Youth Ministries Director 
July 11  Brian Borntrager, ERUMC member 
July 18  Rev. John Mueller Nowell, UM Clergy, Director of Sacred Quest Ministry  

Consultants 
 

It is important that we continue to foster our commitment to strengthening families in Christ 
through out this summer and look forward to seeing you and your family each and every Sunday 
as we help welcome these guest speakers.  Your family could even be involved by being a:  
reader, song leader, praying, doing children’s time…please contact Dianna to help.   

 

 

  

 

The CAER item for the The CAER item for the The CAER item for the The CAER item for the month of month of month of month of June is:  CEREAL  June is:  CEREAL  June is:  CEREAL  June is:  CEREAL              
 
ERUMC donated 253 pounds of food to CAER during the month of May including 8 cases of 
jelly from Loretta Moos. 

*    *    *    * 

LOVE OFFERING - We sent $371 to Annual Conference for the Love Offering. 

    
 
 



        WE WOULD LIKE TO CWE WOULD LIKE TO CWE WOULD LIKE TO CWE WOULD LIKE TO CONGRADULATE the following High School Graduates:ONGRADULATE the following High School Graduates:ONGRADULATE the following High School Graduates:ONGRADULATE the following High School Graduates:    
Milo Anderson, Alexandra Berard, Tiffany Cornelius, Gustav Gleiter, David Huntley, Anthony 
Jindra, Robert Ketcham, Hannah Love, Michael Muzzy, Mattias Olivo and Casey Walz. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following CONGRATULATIONS to the following CONGRATULATIONS to the following CONGRATULATIONS to the following College graduates:College graduates:College graduates:College graduates:    
- Mark Nystrom from the University of Oregon with his 2nd Masters in the field of 

Sustanability 
- Catie Pesta from Kaplan University with a degree in IT. 

 

*    *    *    * 

                YOU ARE INVITED to the graduation Open House for:YOU ARE INVITED to the graduation Open House for:YOU ARE INVITED to the graduation Open House for:YOU ARE INVITED to the graduation Open House for:    
- Alex Berard, on Sunday, June13th from 12:30 -4:30 p.m. at her home, 21 Oak Lane, Big 

Lake 
- Tiffany Cornelius, on Saturday, June 12th from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m. at her home, 14307 – 

190th Avenue NW, Elk River 
- Gus Gleiter on Saturday, June 26th from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at his home, 22734 

Meadowvale Road, Elk River 
- Mike Muzzy on Saturday, June 26th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at his home, 19594 Quinn 

Circle, Elk River 
 

 

NEWS FROM OUR FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS FROM OUR FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS FROM OUR FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS FROM OUR FINANCE COMMITTEE     
 

• April Income and Expenses are now posted on the ERUMC Financial New$ bulletin 
board, which is located near the Fireside Room and the Missions bulletin board.    

 

• DVD's of the Financial Planning Seminars held May 16 and 23 will soon be available to 
check out.  Please email Karen Nesbit at dknesbit3@embarqmail.com for more details.    

 

 

OUR SYMPAOUR SYMPAOUR SYMPAOUR SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS go toTHY AND PRAYERS go toTHY AND PRAYERS go toTHY AND PRAYERS go to::::    
 

- The Family of Ed Schimek (a former member of ERUMC) upon his death 
- Colleen Olson and Family on the death of her brother Jerry 
- Matt & Heidi Habben on the death of Matt’s dad Lyle 



 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

For the 1st ever 

ERUMC 

“GREAT ESCAPE” 
to 

God’s Country 
 

an exciting opportunity 
for 

ALL AGES  
 In Minnesota’s 

Beautiful North Shore 

& 

Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
 

Choose your own dates between August 9 – 16 
(stay 1 night … stay 7 nights … YOU choose) 

Choose your own style of accommodations: 
resort … motel … 5th wheel … camper … tent… 
(sleep in a bed AND and experience the Boundary Waters???) 

YES! 
 

It’s all possible 
for all ages 
during the 

ERUMC 

“GREAT ESCAPE” 
Questions??? Call: 

 Doug& Jan Rhonemus 263-8097;       Phil & Alice Strom 856-8731;  
Dave & Deb Savage 441-7249;      Karen Nesbit 497-7781;  

Sami Tierney 441-2750 
 

 Brochures are available on the Welcome Center.  



HELP WANTED:  HELP WANTED:  HELP WANTED:  HELP WANTED:  We are looking to hire a part time Nursery worker.  The ideal 
Candidate would be a person that lives a Christ centered life and has a passion to 
serve the youngest members of our congregation.  If that is you, please send your 
resume to Stacy in the church office, she will get you a copy of the job 
description.  We are looking for someone that can work all three services from 
8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

 

 

  Summer MusicSummer MusicSummer MusicSummer Music    
With the choir taking the summer off, we are looking for people to sing or play their instrument 
each Sunday through the summer.  There are some Sundays that are full, but there’s still a lot of 
white space!  Contact Dianna at (763) 427-2492 or DiannaMerriman@comcast.net.  
 

 

WEDNESDAY DINNERS WEDNESDAY DINNERS WEDNESDAY DINNERS WEDNESDAY DINNERS – The team involved in coordinating the Wednesday Night Suppers 

would really like to say a BIG thank you to all of the people who helped bring bars, jigglers, 
helped with serving, clean up, and of course those who prepared meals.  Thanks too for all who 
attended, shared fellowship and laughter, and helped make our church family just a little bit 
closer.  Have a wonderful summer!                            - Deb Savage and Alice Strom 
 

 

    At our March blood drive we were able to collect 60 productive units 
of blood.  If you were not able to make our last drive then this is great timing, we are scheduled 
to host the Red Cross Bloodmobile here at ERUMC on Tuesday, June 8th from 12:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
Please call (651) 291-4607 to register for an appointment today.  Give the gift of life, give blood. 
 

 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP Potluck ADULT FELLOWSHIP Potluck ADULT FELLOWSHIP Potluck ADULT FELLOWSHIP Potluck will be meeting on Thursday, June 10th at 12:00 noon.  
Everyone is welcome!   
 

 

 

 



 
 

VARIETY SHOW  
Sunday, June 13, 5:30pm 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Children of All Ages!  Come be wowed and inspired by the 
collective talent and strange and interesting feats displayed by members and friends 
of Elk River United Methodist Church! 
Event Highlights: 

• Master of Ceremonies Dan Wisniewski 

• Taco Bar dinner, Ice Cream dessert 

• “Service-based” Silent Auction Items, along with a few baskets and other such 
things 

• Evening of friends, fellowship, and fun-filled entertainment! 
This event is serving as a fundraiser for Youth involved in Missions this summer- we’ve 
got quite a crew heading to serve in California and STORM Camp.   
Please join us for a fantastic evening, and help support ERUMC Youth! 
 

destination:california 
Commissioning: June 13 at 8:15 
Come and support our students and chaperones in words and prayer at the 8:15 
commissioning service on June 13. 
We head for sunny San Diego, California, on June 17th and return on the 27th.  Prayers 
for safe travels, the people we’re serving, and our students and chaperones 
embarking on this mission trip are greatly appreciated.  
Students involved in the trip will meet on Wednesday, June 9 at 6:00pm.  Please bring 
at least one parent.  
 

Upcoming Fundraiser: Cub Foods Brat Stand 
Youth and families needed to staff the Cub Foods Brat Stand July 30, 31, & August 1.  
Please let Sami know if you can take a 10:30-2 or a 2-6 shift.  We’ll need at least 
three people for each shift each day.  Please come support our fundraising efforts by 
enjoying your lunch at Cub Foods on Friday, July 30, Saturday July 31, and Sunday 
August 1! 
 

STERM 
We had a great day serving Elk River through STERM on Saturday, May 22.  Thank you 
to those who participated, and who supported our ministry in our community.  We had 
14 student participants, and served 3 households and attended to the Board of 
Trustees church clean up list.  Special thanks to Doug Rhonemus, Lee Love, and Brian 
and Dorreen Borntrager for helping with the day, and to the fearless student leaders 
who made it possible.  



    REMODELING COMMITTEE REMODELING COMMITTEE REMODELING COMMITTEE REMODELING COMMITTEE – A group of dedicated individuals has formed a 

committee known as the ERUMC Re mod squad.  This group has fully adopted the new ERUMC 
statement “Strengthening Families through Christ”.  Each person on this committee is working 
very diligently to provide an environment for this new seed to take root and grow.  
 

 Look forward to some exciting announcements in the days to come. 
 

 

CONGRATULAITONS to:CONGRATULAITONS to:CONGRATULAITONS to:CONGRATULAITONS to:    
- Orie Sachs and Doris Whiteoak on the celebration of their 80th birthday’s 
- Dick & Judy Thompson on celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary 
- Kevin & Sara Coder on the birth of their daughter Kennedy 
- Matt & Kirsi (Hoselton) Zempel on the birth of their son Landyn 
- Joe Van Dorn and Ann Fast on their union as husband and wife on May 15th 

 

 

  SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE for Vacation Bible School, August 15-19, from 
5:00pm- 8:00pm.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Merry Kline 
763-441-4783 or Ronda Sylvester 763-428-9848.   
 

 

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED:THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED:THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED:THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED:    
- Thank you for the cards and well wishes and to everyone who came to my birthday 

celebration.    Orie Sachs 
- Thank you from the Whiteoak family to everyone who came to Doris’ birthday party on 

May 8th. 
- Thank you for helping to make our anniversary part so wonderful.  It was a beautiful day. 

Dick & Judy Thompson 
- Thank you for allowing me the time in your busy church schedule to make a Gideon 

presentation.  It was a great morning to see old friend and to see how much the church has 
grown in its ministries in Elk River.  Kathy and I will keep you and the church in our 
prayers and always look forward to visiting again.   Sincerely,  Reg & Kathy Sachs 

 



The Reader’s GroupThe Reader’s GroupThe Reader’s GroupThe Reader’s Group    will meet on Tuesday, June 8th at 5:30 p.m. in the Annex.  
We will be discussing the book Plainsong by Kent Haruf.   
 

 

GUARDIAN ANGELS Care Center Auxiliary GUARDIAN ANGELS Care Center Auxiliary GUARDIAN ANGELS Care Center Auxiliary GUARDIAN ANGELS Care Center Auxiliary is sponsoring their annual Summer Sensation on 

Wednesday, June 16th from 6 – 8 p.m.  Entertainment will be provided by Jarod Schreifels.  The 
Auxiliary will be selling popcorn, root beer floats, raffle tickets and having a bake sale. 
 

Anyone willing to bring items for the bake sale is welcome.  Items can be dropped off at the Care 
Center any time before 4:30 p.m. on the 16th. 
 

The proceeds from all major fundraisers are used solely to enhance the daily lives of the 
residents at Guardian Angels Care Center. 
 

Please join us for an evening of fun and fellowship. 
 

 

Faith Five Bible VersesFaith Five Bible VersesFaith Five Bible VersesFaith Five Bible Verses 
 

6-06-10  Make plans by seeking advice.  Proverbs 20:18 
6-13-10 The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.   

Psalm 145:9 
6-20-10 Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name.  Matthew 6:9 
6-27-10 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 

heaven.  Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

 

        ERUMC ERUMC ERUMC ERUMC 3333rdrdrdrd Annual  Annual  Annual  Annual Garage Sale and Craft SGarage Sale and Craft SGarage Sale and Craft SGarage Sale and Craft Salealealeale and Bake Sale and Bake Sale and Bake Sale and Bake Sale is scheduled 
for Sept. 17th & 18th. From 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

To donate to the garage or craft sale, please call Linda at (612) 770-7491.  For the 
bake sale call Sharon at (763) 441-6981, or to arrange for a booth space, call Floyd 
& Dilly at (763) 633-9711.   
 

This year we will only take items for the garage sale that are “next to new”.   
    


