March 2010 Elk River United Methodist Church - (763) 441-2750

“LIVE LIKE JESUS: LOVE GOD! LOVE OTHERS! REACH OUT"

FROM PHIL

Straining towards the end of Cross Country Skiing’s 50 Kilometer Race, Norway’s gold medalist, Petter Northug and
challengers from around the world called upon every fiber of muscle in their bodies to propel them across the finish line. Perhaps
you also watched as his countryman fell within 50 yards of the finish, while He and others pushed on to the ‘podium’ after the
more than 2-hour grueling challenge.

Through out the Olympics, we were reminded of the intense training and conditioning these athletes endure, knowing that
there will be moments nearing the finish line when the full benefit of every workout will be summoned. It’s a ‘no brainer’ that
their daily training regimen is the key to success.

So too, the hope of those caught in the tragic aftermath of disasters, quite sensational, yet so common that we know each one
will be followed by another at some point.

Our brothers and sisters are dependent upon OUR DISCIPLINED EFFORTS to aid people victimized by circumstances like
the Haiti (and now Chilean) Earthquakes.

Day after day after day after day... their need for shelter, food and clean water is met by heroic giving of folks like you and
me.

QUESTION: Got a hundred bucks for the victims of the Haiti earthquake?
Many might say, “No, not that much right now...”

BUT WHAT IF ... you were to add $2.00 to your weekly Sunday offering and label it “Haiti Relief” Do you realize that in
just a year, your gift to those struggling for the basic necessities of life would total MORE THAN $100!... Many of us can give
even larger amounts.

Just like Olympians, Christians must condition and train for the living out of a Christ like life. This includes prayer,
fellowship, generosity and a helping hand. These traits of a United Methodist Christian (Prayers Presence, Gifts and Service)
honed on a daily basis make a difference in OUR lives and in the lives of COUNTLESS OTHERS!

Gonna read the whole Bible today? .... Probably not... but reading some of it each day ensures that you’ll come to know
most, if not all of it at some point.

World Class Giving is the same way; it must be practiced every day... maybe every hour... such that it becomes a life style
... because we know ...

There are floods, and tornados and hurricanes and earthquakes and all manner of disaster coming... which will summon
every fiber of our collective beings in order to ensure that our brothers and sisters do not fall, but find their way in the push for
health and hope.

Alice and | have a few charities that we support each month through electronic giving... it happens regularly without having
to remember. At church our weekly check now has a small addition labeled “Haiti” where it used to say “Katrina”.

Please join with the global family of God in shaping your every day such that it rejoices in our good fortune by sharing
something with those in distress.



“LIVING IN HARMONY WITH GOD, CREATION, FAMILY AND COMMUNITY”

UMW UNIT MEETING: UMW Unit Meeting: All women are invited to attend! We meet in the Fellowship
Hall the first Thursday of the month, March 4 at 9:30 a.m. We meet for a light brunch and conversation.
The meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. The program will be from Faith in Action. Bernice will be the leader.
Hostesses will be Colleen Olson and Judy Thompson. Funeral Luncheons for March will be Ardelle
Messenbrink and Betty Rask.

In the December 2009 issue of Fellowship Streams | mentioned our social action issue for the year was to
promote the Legislative Commission's Agenda to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020. Thank you to the
people who made this a resolution at your caucus meetings February 2. It is great to be able to say what is
important to us at the grassroots level of government. This is what makes democracy work.

New World Outlook is the mission magazine of the UMC. The November/December issue is mostly
about HIV/AIDS. On page 7 of the article by Donald E. Messer he states that, "HIV/AIDS, hunger,
poverty, racism, sexism, and indifference are all inextricably linked. Of the 33 million people living with
HIV and AIDS in the world, 68% live in sub-Saharan Africa."

The UM Council of Bishops said we must support the Christ-centered and church-oriented outreach, The
UM Global AIDS Fund (Advance #982345) was established by an overwhelming vote of the 2004
General Conference and reaffirmed in 2008. Now we need to fund it!

CRCLES:

Morning Mary’s meets the third Thursday, March 18" at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex. The contact
person is Wendy McAlpine.

Hope Circle meets the 3" Wednesday of the month, March 17" (St. Patrick’s Day), 1:15 p.m. at
350 Evans, Guardian Oaks, 2™ floor party room. Please enter at Senior Dining door. If you have
any questions please contact Colleen Olson.

Evening Star Circle meets on the 2" Monday of the month, March 8" at 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions, please contact Sally Thompson.

Lydia Circle is a sewing circle and they meet March 2™ and 16" at the Greene House from 10:00
a.m. — 3:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Diane Wesloh.

LOOKING AHEAD. ..

March 3 — Soup Supper — The UMW Ladies will be hosting the Wednesday night Soup Supper

March 5 - World Day of Prayer — Friday, March 5" from 11:30 — 12:15 at Central Lutheran Church, a
lunch will be served after the service.

March 18 - Ham Dinner Fundraiser 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. Talk to Diane Wesloh about the opportunity to serve.

April - No Unit meeting

April 18 - Spring Luncheon - Sunday 12:30 - All women in the church are invited to attend.

April 24 - Big Waters District UMW Spring Gathering will be at St. Cloud UMC. This is a great way to
find out more about what women are doing locally and around the world. It is always uplifting.

Funeral Luncheons - Contact person for April will be Karen Nesbit or Karen Johnson




M. 8. 18
Thank you for your generous support of providing instant rice for our February CAER Food
item. We collected 99 pounds of rice for CAER during the month of February.

The month of MARCH is known as Minnesota Food Share
Month. During the month of March we will be asking you to

give the gift of money to CAER. CcAER will receive some matching funds
this month based on how much money they raise during the month of March.

For more information on Minnesota Food Share Month visit the campaign website at
www.Minnesotafoodshare.org.

CAER could also use paper grocery bags and either filled or empty Easter baskets.

* * * *

ELK RIVER GOLF CLUB would like to invite you out to the Club for Sunday Breakfast and FREE
coffee. Breakfast will be served from 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. $1.00 from each breakfast ($5.00
and over) served until Sunday, March 28" will be donated to the CAER food shelf! The Golf
Club is located at 20015 Elk Lake Road, in EIk River. Call (763) 441-4163 for directions.

* *

BASIC Qutreach — The proceeds from Coffee Hour on Sunday, March 21% will go to help BASIC
Outreach. BASIC is an interdenominational organization working with Faith in Action to
provide emergency shelter and aid to homeless families in our community.

* * * *

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER — Feeling blue, tired, in a “funk™ What works for me is to think
about others. Do something to help someone else. | end up feeling so much better — besides,
others need the help. — Jeneyene Sitts

In the Northern Bytes, a newsletter by the Minnesota Annual Conference, has a list of possible
volunteer opportunities. To receive Northern Bytes, you can sign up on line through the
Minnesota Annual Conference website at UMC@minnesotaumec.org.
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YOUTH NEWS
CONTINUED...

Fearless Youth
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3 The Reader's Group will meet on Tuesday, March 9™ at 5:30 p.m. in the

Annex. Please read Stones From the River by Ursula Hegi.

OUR SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS go to

The family of Betty E. Anderson on her passing
- Vonnie & Ken Christensen and family on the death of VVonnie’s mother, Mary Anderson
- Barb & John Galinski and family on the death of Barb’s mother, Maybell Bakke
- The family of Keith & Cindy Zwart on the death of Keith’s grandfather, Lorance Mercay
- The family of Dan & Sue Oelke on the death of Dan’s grandmother, Geraldine

ADULT FELLOWSH|P will be meeting on Thursday, March 11th at 12:00 noon. Dianna Merriman
will be leading a sing along. Come enjoy good food and fellowship. Please bring a pot luck dish
to share. We have been having around 23 people attending. All are welcome. Nellie Sachs and
Florence Greer will be our hostesses.

THANK YOU NOTES RECEIVED

- Thank you to all you wonderful people for your prayers, cards and phone calls. My
recovery has been long and slow but | am feeling much better. | am still going to
therapy. | plan to be back in Elk River early March, I hope that your snow and ice will be
gone by then. — Maxine Tebbenkamp

ADDRESS CHANGE FOR FAYE HAYES — Faye has been moved by her family to an assisted care

facility in Champlin. Her new address is 119 East Hayden Lake Road, Apt. 314, Champlin, MN
55316. Her phone number will remain the same.

WE STILL NEED POP BOTTLES - 2 LITER CLEAR POP/SODA BOTTLES! (RINSED) Please
leave them in Stacy’s office. Thank you!



THE FAiTH 5!

Faith Five Bible Verses

3-07-10 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call him while he is near. Isaiah 55:6
3-14-10 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:4
3-21-10 The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. Psalms 126:3
3-28-10 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is

he who comes in the name of the Lord!” Mark 11:9

SPECIAL CHARGE CONFERENCE will be held on Sunday, March 14™ at 10:45 a.m., to approved the
proposal from the Finance Team to refinance our present loan with United Methodist First
Choice Federal Credit Union at an interest rate of 5.5% APR, amortized over 30 years, balloon in
5 years. Amount of loan will be approximately $300,000 which includes payoff and closing
costs. There will be no penalty for early payments. A date for this meeting will be announced
next week upon Pastor Phil’s return from vacation. Note: This special Charge Conference and 4
weeks worth of notices is a requirement of the State of Minnesota and the legal office which will
be handling the closing of the refinance of the present loan.

FIREPROOF YOUR MARRIAGE FOR COUPLES - please join us for a couples

group discussion of Fireproof Your Marriage on March 7th and March 21st. We will meet at
5:30pm for a pot luck dinner in the Fellowship Hall. Following dinner, childcare will be
provided downstairs. We will not be viewing the movie, but a copy is available at church.
Depending on the group, we can opt to continue the study after Easter. Please call Kim Miller at
763 633 6277 or email kmil35@yahoo.com to sign up and for more information.



The Joyful Noiseletter
Joyful Noise choir is for kids in
2" _ 5™ grade.

We have begun rehearsals for our spring musical called, The
Three Trees, but new members are still welcome to join
anytime during the year.

Sometimes we are silly and sometimes we are serious. Most
importantly, we worship God and learn about Jesus through the
songs we sing.

During Lent (2/17 — 3/24), rehearsals are Wednesday
nights, 5:45 - 6:30 in the fireside room. Come early
with your family and have supper with us.

# §

%& § " $ ( & &

%& § ) § ( & &

* %& $ ( § +,%
%& § " $-+,%
%& § . § + + + / 0 !

! 1 2

* $+,%

Please contact Joyful Noise choir director Judy Gleiter, with any questions at 763-441-8237 or
email at: jlgleiter@gmail.com. Check us out on my facebook groups. ERUMC Joyful Noise
choir. (Only members and their parents will be allowed to join this closed group)
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- Floyd & Dilly Olesen on celebrating their 62" Wedding Anniversary on February 4™
- Tom & Doris Moorhouse on celebrating their 56" Wedding Anniversary
- Bill & Jean Ottensmann on celebrating their 53 Wedding Anniversary

WOMEN S RETREAT Advance notice, please mark your calendars, the annual women’s retreat

will be held this year on May 21 — 23. Watch the bulletin and newsletters for more information
to come.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER — Friday, March 5, 2010 at Central Lutheran Church

Please join us as Christians of many faith traditions as we join hands, hearts, and minds and
prayer for the needy all over the world.

“LIFE IS A HIGHWAY” The United Methodist Church of Anoka Chancel Choir Cabaret — Saturday, March
13" at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased at the church, or call
763-421-2378 for information. Coffee and desserts will be served after each performance. All
proceeds will benefit the UMCA Music program.

SUPT Katie Schnelder Bryan of the B|g Waters D|str|ct will be joining up on Sunday March 7t“

YMCA SUMMER PROGRAMS FAR — Saturday, March 6™ from 9:00 am. — Noon

Free Limited Edition Day Camp T-Shirt, $50 off (no registration fee) on Summer Power and
Summer Uproar, $25 off per camp session on Overnight Camp and Teen Wilderness Adventures,
$10 off Summer Sports Session.. Talk to the experts, get answers, Meet the Y staff and more.
Elk River YMCA is located at 13337 Business Center Drive, in EIk River. (763) 230-2800.



During March your contribution is SUPERSIZED...
CAER receives matching funds based on all dollars
and food donations received in March.

Help us reach our goal of 85,000 Ibs/dollars.

mnesota
oodShare MCAER
-_—
=7 arch Campajg,, Community Aid Elk River

19279 Watson St NW Elk River, MN 55330 763-441-1020
Service & Donation hours M,W,F 10am-3pm and M 5-7pm and Th 6-8pm www.caerfoodshelf.org

*** Save the date for the 3 Annual CAER Golf Classic Wednesday, June 23" ***



